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 bours, to my ſelf, as welk as to your E= 


with Go the Loſs of that Goodl Gentlewoman, whole 


Life and Converſation in this our Neighbourhood *þ 
ſo well deſerv'4 the Reſpect we paid Her durin ing 


Life, and whoſeDeath now'demands ri Juſt an 
ſeaſonable Tribute to Her Me 


mory. . 
Among theſs that now Weep and bewail Her, 1 
| have my are of Spe $6; 1 4 Fear "Share, « as EE 


in the Lols; ſo alſo 1 in the Grief, 


1 muſt confeſs my delf a Man of like Paſſions 1 


with y your ſelves: And the? on man ny Accounts 1 


now Lafent with youcall;”oR-all Ranks and Sexes; 


my Condolance with a good and tender Husbana, 


who!49 bereavid of che greakeſt Comfort of Life, 
the detoved Wife of his Belem; as it is the moſt i 
cutting; the ſevereſt Stroſte of Providence; does 


chiefly this Day affect me. ne 4 NID) ct A ed 
4 ric ee 1 TH» "oY Jeys and Troubles of a 
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my beloved Pariſhioners, Frionde, and Neigb- 


l did I not bear a | Part in your 
"preſent Lamentation, and in 5 
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81 HOU E "be ny whiking this Day, 


bours, to my ſelf, as well as to your Ex- 


with you the Loſs of that Good Gentle woman, whoſe 


Life and Converſation in this our Neighbourhood | 
fo well deſerv'd the Reſpe& we paid Her during 
Life, and whoſe Death now demands my juſt and 


ſeaſonable Tribute to Her Memory. 


Among thoſe that now weep : and bewail Her. 1 
have my ſhare of Sorrow too; a great Share, as 


in the Loſs, ſo alſo in the Grief, 


I muſt confeſs my ſelf a Man of like Paſſions l 
with your ſelves; and tho? on many Accounts 1 


now lament withiyoiicall; of all Ranks and Sexes; 
my Condolance with a good and tender Husbana, 
who's hereav?d' of the greateſt Comfort of Life, 

the beloved Wife of his Beſom: as it ĩs the moſt 


cutting, the ſevereſt Stroke of Providence; does | 
chiefly 1 this Day affect me. de „ m nt d es 
. have. (hard- i in the- * and Troubles of a 
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my beloved Pariſbioners, Friends, and Netgh. 


pectations, did I not bear a Part in your 
_ preſent Lamentation, and in bewalling 
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I ſpeak to you now as a Man that has experi- 
enc'd the various Trials and uncertain Conditions 
of human Life. Ive encbunfred many Changes 
and Chances of the World: I have felt, T have 
ſuffer'd in the moſt ſenſible and tender Part of 
weak and afflicted Nature; and have 2 the 
more feelitigly to pity my F jend and my Neigh- 
+; WK t LAS TS ad "£0. al 
Methinks I could now fit down with Him, and 
with his lamenting Siſters, and weep over Her: 
But Oh! It is a Weeping for our ſelves, and not 
for Her; ſhe is happy, ſhe is comforted, but we 
are troubled and tormented here. 
And now it will be worth our while to contem- 
plate the Graces and Virtues of the Deceaſed, that 
have carried Her up into Heaven, and left us here 
below, weeping and lamenting ſo great a Loſs. 
It is my Buſineſs, and the Nature of my Office, 
to make n beſt Improvement I am able of this 
preſent melancholy Occaſion, and render it, what 
E can, inſtrumental to that ſame eternal Happi- 
neſs, our departed Siſter, L am well perfuaded, 
does now enjoy; and from the happy, but other- 
wiſe in many reſpects, mournful Death of the 
deceaſed 2 85 raiſe uſeful Leſſons, and proper 
Applications for your ſelves that now ſurvive; for 
the better regulating your own Lives while you 
are in the Body, before you alſd go hence an 
he no more ſeen. hortoG gd: ” LS: CxS 5 555 8 
And I wiſh to God, my Beloved, on your, be- 
half, as Hoſes did for the. Iſraelites, that you guer 
all ſo wiſe, that you underſtood this, that — oe 
conſider your latter end. - or EL 


Surelyino Sub jet more improving, no Medita- 
tion more neceſſary and uſeful for us. 
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"Tr ye, It 1 tis not 1 ommon = om, or the Gen 


era Fen, #6 be 
0 1 60 rade 8 l ler un ral Sermon; 


rig * 1 muſt 10 vail, Alas! In the Girl) 
of Religion, as hr Cloaths. It is not difficult to 
account for hen Py of ſuch Sermons; for really" 
the ill Lives, f 5 Fe to, fay, and 1 am try, 
to ay it, exceed * the. Number of good ones; or 
rather, ſo very few deſerve to be well ſpoken of for | 
their. good Deeds in their Generation; that by a b 
kind of prevailing N of Number, good 2 
People go to their G raves 1 ence, .and are bu- _— 
1104 in )blivion, becauſe deb d, which are che A 
more numerous, deſerve not to be remembred. 

- Sure the Pulpit is not to be proſtituted to Flat- 
tery. It is the Part of the Preacher to make his 
Diſcourſes ien te the Living; and what Seaſon 
can be bc dvantagech OE ho 1 Miniſter of the 
Goſpel, to 1 rhake: an Impreſnon upon his Flock, 
than when an Inſtance" of Niortalit) ſhall enforce 

an Af pplication, on. the Hearers Senſe s 
"You! Funn x . and it is melane ho- 
1740 re. de 9515 wary 7 Occaſions T have had; 
linge 570 viderice pla ne K to preach Ser- 
mons on. the Death ns fen and Women; 
and It ruſt, ater h). Let there be | 
; wed. more and More added as to 
Ne tothoſethat hall be ſaved. 
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c be 4 happy, 
ENTS) helping oh Your 
galvation in common with my own; that I may | 
all with For and 
may be preſerited 
nd harmleſs with our departed Friends, 
x6 the great Tribunal, We are how weeping 
IU. . 1 itte J 999 | 7 uT x 
and bewailing for the laſt tha ſeated Boin tk 
though the Remembrance of former and latter 
Friends may and will ariſe in our Minds, and add 
to the Weight of; Sorrow. The Thoughts of our 
reſent Loſs is indeed enough, too much for one 


* x 1 


| ' git + all F LI) 20 MOIVKOLINT be: 
ay, enough fire to ſwallow up our Contempla- 
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tion at this time. > bh JJ 5 
And as in the Scripture Story we find, Friends 
and Relations were athered together, when it 
was reported che | Roler of de Synagogur's 
Daughter was dead: And as. the Text tells us, 
All wept and bewailed her: So] now look upon 
you the Mourners, and others before me, aſſem- 
bled to pay your Tribute of Grief and Concern, 
and to bewail Her who. was ſo well beloved, and 
is ſo much lamented; and_as I bear my part in 
the Funeral Solemnity, and the Scene bf out | 
ing, I deſire your Patience, and I know you will 


Ger of Her wham we-are now bewailing, as the 


wag an, Ornamens we e e e Pee 
and makeſome Application frorathe Text, and this 
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mournful Occaſion, for your on eternal Benefit, 
Jou will excuſe; me; if J cannot ſpeak of Her 
after Death in dur 00d Mater ap ſhe behave 
in Life; I do not pretend to-ſet forth all the good 
Qualities: ſhe. Was iſtreſs gf, nor Will g 0 2 L 


* # , | 7h 2111 411 A 
preſſions of Eſteem be able to Teach her: 
| I am 
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afar good Opinion of cher. Worth, is 
what; I really: Mess erste 5 bit if. * 
mort ii my Deſoription, it will he more niy Miſe 
fortune than my Fault; and you that were ac- 
quainted with more Excellencies in Her, than] 
might br able, had I Time, to repreſent; will not ö 
fail, Lam fare; to Reverence and Refle&' on whag 
you have-obſery'd your lelves, as well As, Whg 
you hear from me. | | 
However Flattery 1s become 2 Caſlonury Fa- gat f 
ſhion to Her Sex that are Living, and from the p 
Deceartfulneſs of which, they cannot be too much 
upon their Guard : The Pulpit 15 not, ought not 
to be 4 Scene of ſuch Infincerity, though to the 
Dead; of whom we are to ſpeak well, and give 
them that. due Praiſe, the eee World is 
tod apt to refuſe them while they are Living 
There is always lure a becoming Relped due to 
Merit; and we who are to help on the Salvation 
of our Hearers by: many add[difreat Methods, 
(as our Cireumſtances and Opportunities are vas 
rious) are oblig d to make Uſe of ſuch Topicks. | 
as may moſt. |probably gain their Attention, and b 
to provoke them to gbod Works, from the Exam- ; 
ples of others, haf Worls have Seed Wes 3 
into another World 
1 ſhould be nimwiing an yigood Member of wy | 
Cons orepation}:that- js Prof-worthy, ſhould, fa 
ter dle C Ground, r a juſt Remembrance on 
theſe mournful Occafiors; and what I ſhall new "= 
fay, Lam welt ſatisfy'd, is as much a Debt to the f 
Memory:rof theDeccaſed, as: it is an Inſtruction to | 
che ling.: 2b of no!y 11320 
The World is not apt to blen too es of their 
Commendations (ſo: cenforious. and envious. 8 
$- it 
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but this good Gentlewoman acquitted: Her 
fel fo well; ſo "hanilfomely, o Chriſfian like ir 
Her Place and Station of Life, that ſhe 3 the 
good Word of _ Her Neighbours and en 
tance. 
The Woman 5 in the -Goſpel had nbhet6 ciff's 
| Stone at her, by reaſon:of their om Guilt; this 
good Woman has not ſu much as an Aocuſer, hy- 
reaſon of Her Innocence, I my: ſelf am Witneſs 
(and what I fay I ſpeak upon my own: Knbiy- 
ledge, and long Acquaintance) to the general 
Courſe of Her Life, Which was, . may! tay, al- 
ways of a Piece. 4 tort x b 9 9 5 007 
1 ſhould begin with whe Mentiom of- the S 
neſs of her Temper, which was a Foundation for 
the many Graces and Virtues. that. adorn'4! her 


Life, and made her ſo agreeableto all her Ax- 
quaintance. You cannot but remember, andre 


member now with Sorrowz with what Eaſe and 
Chearfulneſs, Good Nature and Good Humour, 
the always receiv'd her Friends and Neighbours, 
But never did her Mirthand Humour betray 
Her into any Exceſs of Levity ot Indeceney: Her 
Religion, which was too faſt laid to be remov'd; 
and too deep rooted to be undermin'd, always kept 
the Guard, and taught her how füt to ſaffer the 
innocent Delis ghts of Life to be mingled with her 
Spiritual and” more refir'd Joys of Mind- g She 
knew how to be Merry, and yer Wiſe, and Pleaſant; 
without Offence; and if ſhe exceeded with her 
Friends any Limits of Time, yet never the 
Bounds of Innocence: Ahd fure Religion is not 
of that ſowre Complexion, to deny us the Sociable 
Diverſions of an innocent Converſation; and 520 
0 little * ” that call Moroſenefs and 
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And now that we remember Her obliging, af. 
fable, and eaſy Behaviour to thoſe ſhle conbers'd 
with, Icannot but remark her \Civility. to thoſe 
that were abſent, and out of Sight, who are now 


and then, by their Fault or their Folly, the 
Subject of Ridicule and Raiflery ; ſhe never 
gave any Signals of Malice or Hatred in her 
Heart, and if ſhe made any Reflection, it was 
chiefly upon the Sinners againſt their own Souls, 


and when God and Religion ſuffer!d! the Diſno- 


nour. She diſdain'd the mean and ordinary In- 


gredients of 4 Viſit,” Slander and Backbiting, 


and look d upon em as Qualities of poor-ſpirited 


and vulgar Wretches; for ſhe had learnt from the 
Rules of Religion, and: the Topicks of good 
Manners; to take) heed not to offend with Her 
| f : bt & ® r of. on we» Fob . s 37 1 


Tenge e 
It was always a Pleaſure to her to ſpeak we 
of any body her ſelf, and a Pain to hear any ſpo- 


1 


ken ill of by another: Nor was ſhe only civil and 
obliging to her Equals, to Her familiar Friends 


and Acquaintance (and good Breeding, you 
might ſay, would teach her ſo to be) but ſhe 
ihew'd the ſame tender Regard and Good- will to 


all Ranks and Degrees; out of the good Treaſure 


ſpeak well 


* 


of Her Heart, he brought out many good Things, 


and the Stream of Her Goodneſs flow'd-even and 


ſtill, and ſpread it ſelf without Noiſe, through- 


out this whole Neighbourhood ; for ſhe knew _ 


how to be Charitable as well as Generous, and to 

be no leſs Compathonate than Courteous ; for 1 
found her always, and upon all Occaſions, ten- 
der-hearted, free, and 3 with all my Re- 
com- 
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commendations , Inſtances and Collections of 
Charity; and Her poor Neighbours, for. whom 
the had ſomething, as well as for her Friends, 
are, Tam ſure, now ready to give in this Teſti- 


[Way * 4 


mony with me, That fbe delivered. the Poor that 


ery'd, and the Fathenleſs, and him that had none 
ta help him: The Bleſſing of him that was ready to 


periſh. came upon her; and ſve cauſed rhe Widow's 


Heart t . 


If we next remember how ſhe: behav'd within 


her Doors, in reſpect to her Houſhold, and her 

ewn F amily, We ſhall be able to ſay alſo, that = 
ſhe adorn'd the {ſeveral Relations thati the fiſtazn'd; 
as a Wife, a Siſter, and a Miſtreſs, with a moſt 
commendable | Love, Affection and Decorum, 


There is now the chief Scene of Melancholly and 


Mourning; as once of Joy and Satisfaction. 'Phere 
ſhe is exceedingly bewail'd, and there Rivers of 
Tears do flow abundantly : There ſure is the 


greateſt -Reaſon of weeping and bewailing, And 
this Part of Her Character will be better ex- 
preſs'd, by the Tears that run from the Eyes of 


her deareſt and neareſt Friends, than from the 
Words of your Preacher's Mouth; and J am loth 
to increaſe a Sorrow, that is already beyond 
Meaſure great, as the Cauſe is. And now my 
greateſt Grief (tho' it be not without a Mixture of 


Comfort) will be to remember how ſhe behav'd 


within theſe Doors, in this Houſe of God; and to 
remember that ſhe, who was ſo good a Pattern of 
Prety and Devotion to the reſt of my Flock, is 
now no more : She came to worſhip. that 


God in Publick, with whom ſhe convers'd in her 


private and Cloſet Retirements ; and it was chief- 


Iy 


in the Common Prayer, and the Bleſſed Sacra- 
ment; which ſhew'd that ſhe not only underſtood 
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15 2 bad Conſtitation, or bad Weather, that bud 
evi her joining in the Service on theſe Set 
and Solemn Days. Here her Behaviour was very 
decent and devout, orderly and conformable, both 


well the Principles of her Religion, but, as a true 
Daughter of the Church of England, put the ſame 
in Pradtire, and made all bor Actions ſubſcribe 
unto Her Greed. I muſt now attend Her to Her 
laſt Stage of Life; from Her Appearance in this 
publick 2 of Weorthip, to the Confinement of 


a narrow Chamber, 3 5 Sick Bed: Here ſhe 


had Occaſion enough, God knows, poor Woman, 
for Her wonted Chearfulneſs of Spirit, and Up- 
rightneſs of Mind, to ſupport her under a long and 
U HlncH.. Now the begins to — all 


the Powers of Religion to Her Help and Comfort; 


and ſurely ſuch an Evenneſs and Tranquility of 


Mind, that was remarkable in Her ſevere and 
9 05 Viſitation, cou d be no other than the Gift 


God, who laid no more upon Her, than what 


He wou'd enable Her to endure. : 


The. Grace of God ſo wrought i in Her Heart, 
that it inclin'd Her quietly and willingly to ſub- 
mit to the Diſpenſations of Providence; and ſhe 
declared Her ſelf to me well ſatisfy'd with what 


God ſhou'd pleaſe to de unto Her. Thus ſhe 


calm'd all the Paſſions of - the Mind, all mùrmur- 
ing, all fretting and repining from within, with 
the Conſideration of God's infinite Sovereignty, 
Wiſdom, Juſtice ; and Mercy, in thoſe Chaſtiſe- 
ments wherewnh the Land WO Hes! t 751 
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{She is now an excellent Pattern of Patience to 
us all. This is a Grace 'weare all to pray for: It 
is not a ſtoical ſenſeleſs Stupidity, that has no 
feeling of Affliction; ſuch 7 can have no- 
thing in it commendable or praiſe-worthy, for 
that is no Suffering Which is not felt. If Pati- 
ence were only to deprive a Man of the feeling 
of his Suffer ings, it wou'd only deſtroy its own 


Object, and ceaſe to be Any longer : Patience. 


And therefore thoſe that are ſtupify'd and inſenſi- 
ble under the Hand of God, are no more to be 
accounted patient, than a Block is, When it is 
hewn and cut in Pieces; or than the Drunkard 
the Wiſe Man ſpeaks of, Who when he was ſtrick- 
en, was not ſick; when he was beaten, he felt it 
not. Patience conſiſts in a due Tranquility and 
Compoſure: of the Mind; and is ſo far from ha- 
ving taken away the Senfe of Suffering, that it 
rather quickens it. No Man more feels an Af, 
fliction, than a Chriſtian doth; he looks inwardly 
into his own. Breaſt, to ſee What Defilements he 
has contracted in a finful World, that are yet to 
be done away, and what is left to be refin'd in 
the Furnace of Adverſity. Though ſhe made uſe 
of Signs of Sorrow, which God allows, and Na- 
ture does exact, yet was not her Spirit mov'd be- 
yond its due Temper and Conſiſtency; but like 


a Tree planted, whoſe Bbughs, though toſſed by | 
every Guſt of Wind, has yet a Root 4i1'the Earth, 


that remains fix d and immoveable: Tho? ſhe had 
many bitter Ingredients in the Cup of Her Aﬀi- 
ction, yet when ſhe look'd upon it às held out to 
Her in the Hahd of God, it ſweeten'd'the bitter 
Potion, Thus did ſhe ſupport Her ſelf, after 
ile 8 * the 
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ons to the Subſtance of the Story, of whic 
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the Example of Her bleſſed my Fobn Xvill. II. 


The Cup which my Father hath given me, ſhall T 


not drink it? Thus ſhe added; as to Her Faith Vir- 

tue, ſo to Her Virtue Patience, and Patiencg had 
Her perfed Work, that ſhe might be 178 and en- 
tire, wanting nothing, when Her Lord ſhould come; 


to whon ſve, had refign'd ber ſelf, both Body and 


Soul. 


And 4 75 Conſideration o Her Behaviour 
by us who are left behind, how much like a 
Gentlewoman and a Chriſtian, without Blame and 


without Guile, in Sincerity and Goodneſs ſhe 


convers'd amongſt us, is now the Cauſe of 4 
much weeping and wailing, 
The pong in the Text for Ela his Pan. 


— 
— 


it was, from the Circumſtances of the 7 7 in 
all the Evangeliſts, muſt have proceeded from 


the Reſpect had to the Father, ſhe being very 


young; as he was a great Man, and probably a 


good Ruler. Common Compaſſion might draw 
ſome Tears from the Eyes of thoſe that beheld a 


weeping Parent; but our Grief ariſes from the 


Thoughts of our being depriv'd of ſo good a 


Neighbour, and upon the ſcore of Her own 


Worth and Value, and tho' ſhe is herſelf in Joy, 
we. cannot refrain from Sorrow. 


;.. Give, me leave now to lead your Contemplati 


the 
Text is a Part; and for a due Improvement of 


the Words it contains, and which I thought "Y 


proper. in he Prog our Meditation at this time, I 
ſhall, in the 


into 


rogreſs of this Diſcourſe, enquire 


of as r 4 
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into Two Things very applicable to our bes 
pon this Funeral Occaſion. Wr e e 
'T. Whether, or how far Chin are dermit 
ted to mourn and to weep at the Death of their 
Friends: And this from the former Part of the 
Words, And all wept 'and bewailed her. 

N hall from hence examine the Nature of 
Death, and ſhew that it is but a Sleep, from the 
latter Clauſe, fre i 75 not dead, but ſteeperh. 


L lam to enquire Whether, and how ay Chri- 
ſtians are allowed to weep and to mourn at the 
Death of their Friends: And this from the for- 
mer Part of the Words, And all wept and bewailed 
ber. The Occaſion of the Words was briefly this:: 
Our Bleſſed Lord, who went about doing good, 
having lately been in the Country of the Gade- 
renes, where he had cured one poſſeſs'd with a 

Devil, he was no ſooner returned, or rather dri- 
ven from thence, by thoſe who valued their Swine 
more than their Saviour; I fay, he was no ſooner 
return'd, but as he was even impatiently expect- 
ed, fo he was joyfully receiv'd by thoſe who 
wanted the Aſſiſtance of the ever-bleſſed, all 
healing, compaſſionate Jeſus. 
The firſt that addreſs'd himfelf to him for his 
Help, was one Fairs, a Ruler of the Synagogue. 
: This Man had one only Daughter who lay at 
the Point of Death; therefore as ſoon as he heard 
that Jeſus was return'd, he haſten'd to him, and 
when he ſaw him, fell at his Feet with the greateſt 
Veneration, and told him his ſad Caſe, and then 
moſt paſſionately beſought him, ver. 41. to come 


into 


into his Houſe: All his Hopes now were in the 
Power and Goodneſs of our Lord; his Daughter 
was now, we'll uppole, given over by the Doctors, 
and every body elſe, and 1 ny ready to ex- 
pire; and therefore he flies to Jeſus as his laſt and 
only Refuge, affuredly believing that ſhe might 
even yet recover, if he would be pleas'd to touch 
her with his all-healing Hands. . 
The bleſſed Jeſus, who knew his Faith, and who 
never fails thoſe that put their Truſt in him. 
gave a grueious and ſpeedy Anſwer to his Petition; 
for without keeping the melancholy. Father in the 
Torment of Suſpence, he preſently goes along 
Whilſt our Saviour was in the Way, there came 
a Meſſage from the Ruler's Houſe, which brought 


him the ſad Tidings of his Daughter's Death, and 


told him it was needleſs to trouble Jeſus any far- 
ther; Thy daughter is dead, trouble not the Ma- 


ſter, ver. 49. 


* o 


I leave it upon your Thoughts, what an aſto- 
niſning Diſappointment this was to Jairus. 
In the midſt of his Hopes, and even Aſſurance 
of his Daughter's Recovery, (for Jeſus was going 
to heal her, and the Man was fully perſuaded 
that he was able to do it, even at the laſt Extremi- 
ty, and therefore look'd upon the Cure as good 
as done) I fay, to be told under theſe Hopes, that 
ſhe was dead, how diſmal and afflicting was it? 
But whilſt the diſconſolate Ruler was under this 
ſad Surprize, and ready to take his Leave of our 
Lord, and to return with a heavy Heart to his 
mournful Family, the compaſſionate Jeſus took 


pity 
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frelhed, but he knew not why nor how. 


not, fo long as I am with thee. For though thou 


play mournful Tunes upon certain Inſtruments of 


— a him, and faid,. Tear nor Telnes onh, 
Ver. 50. 

Theſe bleſſed Words. 1.555 doubtleſs 5 08 
with the uſual Majeſty and Authority of our great. 
Maſter, were ſtrangely reviving to Fairus, who 


began now to be encouraged, and even againſt, 
Hope to believe in Hope. 


For tho' Jeſus had not as yet Wenden any to 
Life that had been dead, Fairus his Davghter be- 
ing the firſt Inftavce that we read of in the Goſ- 
pel, and conſequently we may ſuppoſe the Ruler 
did not think that his Power could reach ſo far; 
yet however, theſe Words Fear not, were a revi- 
ving Cordial to him, he was comforted and re- 


It was as if our bleſſed Saviour had ſaid, Fear 


haſt been told of thy Daughter's Death, yet III 
ſtill go home with thee ; and do thou but tirmly 
truſt in my Power, and leave the reſt to me. 

Now when Teſus was come to the Ruler's Houſe, 
and ſaw the buſtle that was made 1 in order to the 
Funeral, and heard the weeping and wailing of 
the Family, and of thoſe that according to Cu- 
ſtom were hir'd to make Lamentation, and to 


Muſick, to move Peoples Affections the more on 
ſuch ſad Occaſions, he ſaid unto them, in the Words 
of the Text, Weep not, ſhe is not dead, but fleeperth.. 

This, to thoſe that faw her die, and who TT 
her out, (in our Langvage ) and prepared her 
for her Burial; this Expreſſion of our Saviour 
was ſo odd and unaccountable, that they laugh'd. 
him to ſcorn, knowing that ſhe was dead. 


. | But 


b 


"Death 2 Mrs. Pa YNT ER 17 


But "Mi whoa he had put them all out, as not ada. 
ing ſuch Scorners worthy to ſee the Miracle he 
deſign d to work, being enter'd into the Room 
with her Father and Mother, and the Three Diſ- 
ciples that attended him, Peter, James and John, 
as ſufficient Witneſſes of the Fact, he took her by 
the Hand: and ſaid unto her, Ariſe; and her Spirit 
came again, and ſhe aroſe ſtraitway. This is the 
Subſtance of the Story, of which Wy Text 18 
- Part, 2 
1 And. this being premis'd, I come now to en- 
quire, for our own Improvement, whether, and 
how far Chriſtians are permitted to mourn and 
weep at the Death of their Friends. 

For a brief ſolving of- this Matter, we are to 
conſider, That ſince Grief and Sorrow is a natu- 
ral Affection i implantd in the Soul by the Maker 
of it, it may therefore lawfully expreſs itſelf up- 

on its proper Object, and on ſuitable Occaſions: 
| And that weeping and mourning at the Death of 
Friends was ever practis'd and allow'd, doth not 
only appear from the Cuſtoms of Heathen Nations, 
but alſo from the Holy Seriptures, which do fre- 
quently mention and approve-weeping and mourn- 
ing for the Dead. But there needs no further 
Proof of the Lawfulnefs of Funeral Tears, than 
the Example of our bleſſed Saviour, who wept at 
the Grave of Lazarus, Luzarus: 26hom- he loved, . 
as you road. the Story in-the 1 tth of ohn. 
ec having heard that his Friend Lazarus | 
was ſick, he did not make that haſte to his Friend 
a8 might be expected, but ſtaid two Days in the 
Place where he was.; aſter that, he faith: to his 
Diſciples, Our. Friend Lazarus ſleeperb, but I. g 
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"a T may — bim out of ſleep: 5 that is, e 
Event ſhewed, chat I may raiſe him from the Dead. 
Being come to the Place of his Burial, when 


Jeſus kw Mary weeping, and the Fews alſo weep- 


ing which came with her, hegroaned in Fe Joiri, 
ang was troubled, ver. 33. 

When our bleſſed Lord, who had all our inno- 

cent Paſſions, ſaw the weeping of others, his kind 
and tender Spirit was ſo deeply touch'd with the 
affecting Sight, that he could not but lympathize 
with his ſorrowful Friends, and bear a part in the 
mournful Conſort, and gh d, and groan'd, and 
* for Company. 

For 'tis expreſſy {aid at the 25th Verſe, eſis 
wept, Now what Jeſus did, that you and l my 
alſo do. | 
 Teſus wept at the Grave of one whom he loved, | 
and fo may we. 

Nor is this forbidden Cie ſome may appre- 
hend) from the 9 of my Text, hens 
not. 

For this weeping in the Text, as may appear 
from the Story recorded by the other Evangeliſts, 
with ſome concurring Circumſtances, was only 
the Compliance with a Heathen Couftom of the 
Greeks and Romans; which was to hire a Set of 
People, with their Inſtruments, and their Voices, 
to make a doleful Noiſe at the Departure of their 

Friends. But all this was meer Pomp and State, 


and might be rather called Howling than 

Weeping. 

But the Sorrow which is allowed to as at che 

Death of Friends, is decent and compes d, mo- 

derate and Chriſtian; concerning which we we 
thus 
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us inſtructed by St. Paul, 1. Theſ. iv. 13. 7 
would not have you to be ignorant, Brethren, con- 
cerning them which are aſleep, that ye ſorrow: not 
even as others,' which have no Hope. Where we 
obſerve, the Apoſtle in theſe Words doth: not 
condemn all Sorrow for the Dead, but only that 
ye ſorrow not as others, as the Gentiles, whoſe 
Sorrow was extravagant and cruel ; they tore 
their Hair, beat their Breaſts, cut their Fleſh, _ 
and ran howling up and down 1n a frantick Man- 
ner; and thab they did, becauſe they had no 
Hope: That is, no Hope and Expectation of a 
future Reſurrection. But this is not the Sorrow 
of a Chriſtian; for the Righteous hath Hope in 
his Death, and his Friends and Relations enter- 
tain the ſame. The deceaſed Perſon is indeed ſo 
far Dead, ſhe is for the preſent departed from us, 
ſhe is retired into one of the inner Chambers of 
Death, into the ſilent Grave; but ſhe is not fo - 
Dead, as without Hope, for her Soul ſtill lives 
in the Heavenly Manſions, and Her Body is only 
laid down to Sleep, but will certainly awake in 
the Morning of the Reſurrection. I muſt there- 
fore now, under the Second Head, addreſs my 
ſelf to thoſe that Weep, and revive their droop- 
ing Spirits with the laſt Clauſe of the Text, 


Sbe is not Dead, but ſleepeth. | I appr l 
Death is in Scripture Language ſtil'd but - 


* 4 


Sleep ;- and truly the Time that the Body ſhall + 
lie in the Grave till the general, Reſurrection, be- 
ing but a ſhort Space, in Compariſon with Eter- 


{| nity, is rightly term'd but as à Night's Sleep; 
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be ſaid to awake after a ſhort Slumber in the 
Grave. 7 ; s % | "$0 : 4 . N uh © | ; Mw TY hy 
That fame Jeſus, who rais'd to Life the Ru- 


ler's Daughter, to ſhew the World what he de- 


clar'd himſelf e e be to all Mankind, 
to wit, the Reſurrection and the Life, is call'd 
by St. Paul, The firſt Fruits of them that ſlept, 
1 Cor, A a | * os "y 2M 25 a 
But as I am perſuaded of your Belief of the 
Reſurrection, and that every one of you is ready 
to declare of our departed Siſter, as Martha did 
concerning her Brother Lægarus, in the xith of 
John, ver. 24. I know that ſhe will riſe again k 
the Reſurrection at the laſt Day. e 
And as this ſame Jeſus and the Reſurrection, 
have been the Subject of my Diſcourſes on the 
late folemn Feſtival, and the Sundays following 
after Eaſter, to this Time, I need not enlarge on 
a Doctrine, had I Time to do it, that has been ſo 
much inculcated, and fo lately from the Pulpit. 


But T muſt beg your Patience a little longer, 


while I add a Word of Conſolation to the diſcon- 
folate and afflicted. ] muſt firſt thank you for bear- 


ing with me ſo long; and hope, from your wont- 


ed good Attention, and the Reſpe& you had for 
the deceas'd Gentlewoman, you will excuſe me 
that I take up ſo much of your Time in taking. 
this long, this laſt Farcwel of Her. Fknow you 
are troubled to part with Her, and if' God had 


fo pleaſed, were very deſirous to have enjoy'd' 


Her longer: But let not Her Abſence overwhelm 


you with Sorrow, for you will certainly ſet Her 


again, and you know not how ſoon you WII meet 
again, never to part more: Her Soul now lives 


In 
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* in the other World, as ſure ns yours, do. now 1 
u- 
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this; 2.50 Her Body, thou rh laid in a very deeß 


u- ae, is but aſleep, . and * will Awa e agal ac 
= 5 the e. 1 the 284 in "at 


Be rather thankful 0 Ea for { cparing'f Her' to 
d you ſo long, than complaining that he took Her 
away from you ſo foon. .. . 


1 Moderate Grief, and ſolemn Wins are 
1 5 a Debt we owe to our dear departed Neizh⸗ 
our. 
Y | But now chat you have paid the Tribute dve 
of to Nature and to Love, dry up your Eyes, and 
. weep no More: Though the parting of a lovin 
127 Couple, near Relations, dear Friends, ind 
5 Neighbours, and old Acquaintance, 18 ver cut- 
e Ws yet remember 1 it is the Decree of Heaven; 
8 and it muſt be ſo; though I hope, my Beloved, 
by you have ſomethin: .more than. bare Neceſſity to 
F reconcile you to. the, Death of Four Friends, or 
bt your « own rn | 
21 Alas! this Conſideration is foo feeble to 
1 1225 the Soul Againſt, the Terrors of the laſt 
, Que... 
5 I. ſhould be put 3 a, | poor, Colbforter to you on 2 
I Sick Bed, ſhould I'come and tell” you only,” that 
4 die vou muſt, and that Death js, the common Lot 
of of all Men,” and chat therefore, it will become 
You'in ,atlReafon, to entertain tie Pate that is 
4 a Afle aß Ee W a Colilancy that Is immove- 
1 | able 18 ae del % oot Argument from? a 
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Heat! en, Fhalolopher, but not from 2 Miniſter of 
the Goſpel.” Though the Sages of Old have ran- 
Lack ah vole Magazi e of, Rexfon, and put 
1d er 4415 411 the W they can find, 
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with Alten to encounter; The King of Terror; 
yet inſtead ef diminiſhing the Dread, they* On 
ſervo to make him the more terrible: * 
A1 the Coſt. and Skill | they beſtowed upon 
their Armour, ſeem'd only to enhance the 
Conqueſt of Death; none of them ever believed 
the Re ſurrection of the Body, and ſo gave up one 
half of Man to be loſt. Now who would not fear 
that Stroke that ſhould quite cleave aſunder one 
half of him, never to be recovered, never to 5 
reunited more? But when I come to tell: 1 
with the Apoſtle, that this corruptible ſoall 2 
e and this mortal fog put on immor- 
Talit . 
When I tell you that the utmoſt your. Pain and 


Diſtemper will be able to do, is but to bring you 
to the Duſt, whence Anteeuo- like you ſhall riſe again 


with redoubled Vigor: Sure I am, the Expectation 
of this bleſſed N and the Hopes of a hap- 
py Reſurrection will inſpire you with Courage to 
deſpiſe Death, and make you upbraid it with the 
holy Scorn of the Apoſtle, O death, where is thy 
ſing And what a weak. Adverſa ary muſt he then 
whole. Aſſault i is your Advantage, and whoſe 
Conueſt proves his own overthrow? But take ye 
good heed, my Beloved, that you do not furniſh 
Death with an Arrow 855 from your own Qui- 
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ver againſt Your 1125 TING ſuffer him by 
your own Sin Cobich on iu oft DET 
to hurt you, | 


Oh! do not then lie down in your. Bed, and 
draw the Curtain of Night. about you'in any un 
repented Sin, leſt before the Mormin Jou awake 
to your Confuſion in another World; * there 
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Sad © oh lp be the Caſe ot all. aer 
and hurdenꝰd Sinners chat die in their Sins. How 
will it add to our mourning and weeping, when 
we ſhall attend a Friend to his Grave, and there 
remember (but God grant it may never be our 
Caſe) that he periſhed in his Folly, and that in 
his Death we have no hope? Oh! conſider then 
before it be too late, wie good Actions in your 
Generation, in this State G ＋ ryal, in your ſe- 
veral Callings and Stations, will 'contribbts moſt 
to your future Happineſs, © 

t will be: too late, believe me, to 11 for Oil 
when the Bridegroom 18 already come; and in 
vain to call Lord, Lord, open unto us, when the 
Door 1s ſhut, + 

When the Axe is laid to the Root of the Tree, 
there will be no more Time for Growth ; but as 
the Tree falls; ſo it lies; as Death leaves us, fo will 


Judgment find us. | 
provided-2ga inf t at 


Accounts, and 1 Death come and welcome, when 
and 1n what ſhape ſoever he ſhall make his ap- 
proaches. | 

And if a lingring and a painful Sickneſs ſhould 
prove our Lot and Portion, which was Her Caſe 
21 whom we are now lamenting, let the ſame Pati- 
£1 cnce that wae ſo eminent in Her, be the Exerciſe 
of your Fajth-in Chriſt, 

Let us tarry but a few Moments, and we ſhall 
find our ſelves ſlipt through the Valley and Sha- 
dow of Death, through the Darkneſs and Agonies 
of a Sick Bed; and be received among our de- 

5 parted 
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parted e into chat 1 Place where 
there will be no more 'Dileale, and no more 
Death ;, vo more Sorrow, and no more Weeping; 
but all Tears ſhall be e e from our 
Eyes. TT Aer Pert te Nr 06+” 502 1 48 
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7 0 which Ble FP e Gotl bis FR 3s c 
bring us 415 through: e of. our 25 
Redeemer, Feſus Chriſt : To. whom ,with, the 
Father and the Holy Ghoſtly he aſcrib'd as is 
4 due; all Honour and Adoration, Majeſty 

and 1 ee and. Muatien, nam 
and ever. Amen gnd open » 
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